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Content Area: 
History/Social 
Science 

Unit: Contemporary American 
Society 

Lesson: The Immigrant Experience of Lao 

Americans 

Age / Grade:  11th Grade 

Duration: 1 Class Period @ 47min. 
 

Date: 7/9/2018 

Content 
Standards: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11–12.4: Present information, findings and 

supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct perspective, such that 

listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed and the organization, development, substance 

and style are appropriate to purpose, audience and a range of formal and 

informal tasks. 

CA HSS Learning Standards: 

CA HSS.11.11.1: Discuss the reasons for the nation’s changing immigration 

policy, with emphasis on how the Immigration Act of 1965 and successor 
acts have transformed American society 

Language 
Standards: 

CA ELD Standards:  

PI.11–12.9: Expressing information and ideas in formal oral presentations 

on academic topics 

PI.11–12.12: Selecting and applying varied and precise vocabulary and 
other language resources to effectively convey ideas  

Objectives: 
 

SWBAT: Explain the main ideas from readings; make a presentation that 
effectively communicates the Lao immigrant experience, citing facts from in-
class video and readings.  Students will understand the unique challenges 
confronting Lao American immigrants and the different groups among them 
(i.e Lao, Hmong, Iu-Mien, Akha, etc). 

Students will examine the origins and stages of Lao American immigration 

and its effect on Lao Americans. Students will learn how the lesser-known 

immigrants from Laos contributed to greater diversity in American society 

since the middle of the twentieth century. Students will understand how the 

Vietnam War changed US immigration policy since 1975. 

Method(s)/ 

Strategies / 

Supports 

Small group discussion (collaborative learning), graphic organizers, 
instructor-led discussion, instructor modeling. 
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Expected 

Evidence of 

Learning 

(Assessments) 

Ability to clearly communicate the main ideas on the Lao immigrant 
experience in a presentation.  Ability to accurately present facts from the 
video and readings as support.  Ability to compare and contrast features 
unique and common among memoirs in class-wide discussion.  Ability to 
correctly identify the Vietnam War’s influence on US immigration policy. 

Procedures 
using Gradual 
Release of 
Responsibility 
[Model, Guided 
Practice, 
Independent 
Work, 
Assessable 
product] 
 

Instructor opens the class by giving a brief lecture on the following: At the 
end of the Vietnam War, the Royal Lao Government was overthrown by the 
Pathet Lao in a communist revolution. Lao politically aligned with America 
were allowed entry to the United States with the passage of the Indochina 
Migration and Refugee Assistance Act in 1975. The Refugee Act of 1980 
authorized further Lao refugee migration to the US. Between 1975 and 1992 
some 230,000 (up to 400,000 by some estimates) Lao, Hmong, Khmu, Iu-
Mien, Tai-Dam, Tai Lue, Lua, Akha, Lahu and others from Laos immigrated to 
the US, especially to California, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Texas.  
 
The instructor then shows a short film clip on the Lao immigrant experience 
(‘The Betrayal’). 
 
1. Individual: Students read packet materials in-class to prepare for student 
presentations and discussion comparing and contrasting experiences of Lao 
immigrants, independently organizing information in note-taking guide 
while viewing video and reading, identifying and evaluating sources in each 
media format.  (Model writing down points on organizer.) 

2. Small Group: Students assigned to one memoir/oral history account 

assemble in individual groups. Students discuss the main ideas and details of 

the memoir/oral history.  They then create a visual display/poster that 

communicates the immigrant experience (e.g. isolate one quotation for 

presentation). (Instructor will demonstrate before small group discussion.) 

3. Large Group: The class holds a discussion on Immigrant Experience of Lao 
Americans.  Each student shares their response to the discussion.  Students 
compare and contrast the unique and common/general aspects of each 
memoir/oral history account.  
 
4. Homework: Students write to their local legislator about how 
Federal/State/Local government policy should be changed to better aid new 
immigrants in their integration to American society. Or, students may write 
a defense of why the US government should be responsible to assist 
migrants from Laos stemming from US involvement in the war in Laos. 

Resources / 
Materials: 

-Video [time-stamp] to be shown to class: “The Betrayal” (Nerakhoon) 

-Packet: (memoir excerpts; see below) 

-Writing prompt: homework 
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Learner Background: 
The student will expand on previous lesson(s) covering the U.S. foreign policy during the 

Cold War, including the Vietnam War and the US Civil Rights movement, including the 

Immigration Act of 1965.  

 
Further Resources 

General Works: 

Hein, Jeremy, From Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia: A Refugee Experience in the United States 
(New York: Simon & Schuster Macmillan, 1995) 

Lee, Jonathan X. and the Center for Lao Studies, Laotians in the San Francisco Bay Area 
(Arcadia Publishing, 2012) 

Robinson, W.C., Terms of Refuge: The Indochinese Exodus and the International Response 

(London: Zed Books, 1998) 

Lao Immigrant Memoirs: 

Bounsang Khamkeo, I little Slave: A Prison Memoir from Communist Laos (Eastern 

Washington University Press, 2007). Interview: www.youtube.com/watch?v=R24i9llqg20 

Kao Kalia Yang, The Late Homecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir (Minneapolis: Coffee House 
Press, 2008) 

Kao Kalia Yang, The Song Poet: A Memoir of My Father (New York: Metropolitan Books, 
2016) 

Joanna Scott, Indochina’s Refugees: Oral Histories from Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam 

(MacFarland Publishing, 1989) 

Nakhonkham Bouphanouvong, Sixteen Years in the Land of Death: Revolution and 

Reeducation in Laos (Bangkok: White Lotus Press, 2004) 

Sucheng Chan, ed., Hmong Means Free: Life in Laos and America (Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1994) 

Thavisouk Phrasavath, Stepped Out of the Womb: A Memoir of a journey to the land where 

the sun falls (Lao Century Media, 2010) 

Documentary Films and Videos: 

The Betrayal (Nerakhoon) Written and directed by Ellen Kuras and Thavisouk Phrasavath, 

this documentary film follows a Lao family immigrate to USA in aftermath of Secret War. It 

won the official selection from the Sundance Film Festival and was nominated for an 

Academy Award for Best Documentary. 60 minutes. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R24i9llqg20







































